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Outgoing President Vicky Anderson welcomed about 50 members to our 2017 Annual Meeting held again at the Eastham Council on Aging.   
 
We were pleased to meet Officer Andi Williams, a full-time member of the Eastham Police Department (EPD), who wears two hats…as a police 
officer and animal control officer (ACO).  She’s been on the police force for about a year and is completing her certification as an ACO.  As ACO, 
she is responds to animal issues, inspects barns and kennels, oversees animal quarantines, and enforces town regulations regarding animals. 
Officer Williams also brought us a new Town of Eastham brochure entitled Rules for Dogs that explains responsibilities and regulations.  She 
reported that except for 1 owner with 2 dogs (who she is dealing with now), all 976 dogs that we know of who reside in Eastham are licensed. 
Most of the animal calls Officer Williams receives are related to lost dogs, and most animals are picked up by their owners within 24 hours after 
being located. A member asked what to do about barking dogs or an owner who doesn’t pick up dog waste.  She advised that we call the EPD 
immediately to ensure that the incident is logged.  She will follow up on any such reports.  We were happy to meet Officer Williams and look 
forward to working together with her.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Vicky summarized our financial position. As of this month, our assets total $19, 458. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – A designee was asked to provide a brief overview of their respective committee.  Highlights are noted below. 
(Motion to accept committee reports by Karie, Felice 2nd, passed). 
  
Education – see program summary below 
 
Lost Dog Network (LDN) – In 2016, we had 25 calls.  So far in 2017, we’ve had 100 calls.  We use social media and member emails to alert the 
community of lost dogs and related updates.  We have an active case ongoing for a 10-year old Miniature Pinscher lost near First Encounter 
Beach.  He’s been missing since Wednesday. 
 
Lower Cape Animal Shelter Team (LCAST) – We have not deployed since January 2015 because that’s the last time the emergency shelter was 
activated.  We have a trained team, offer a few training sessions each year, participate in Barnstable Country Regional Emergency Planning 
Committee (BCREPC) meetings and storm tracking, and are prepared to staff the pet shelter at Nauset High School when that emergency 
shelter is opened by the BCREPC. 
 
Membership – We have 205 members.  Memberships from Windmill Weekend or renewals tonight are active through December 2018. 
 
Buddy Scholarship – Donations to the scholarship fund are earmarked for an annual award made in May to an Eastham resident or Nauset High 
graduate who is furthering their education in an animal-related field.  The award is typically $1500. 
 
Public Relations – EDOA is the largest town-wide dog organization in Massachusetts.  Our influence and assistance are noted by the town, and 
we recently participated in a town-wide evaluation of animal regulations.  Our web page was redesigned this summer, our quarterly newsletter 
highlights activities and provides helpful information, and we reach out several times a year to town departments, local merchants and others 
who partner with us.  
 
BOARD ELECTIONS – No additional nominations were received from the floor.  Welcome to our newly elected EDOA Officers and Board 
Members. (Motion to accept the slate of candidates as presented by Ed, Dianne 2nd, passed unanimously). 
 

• Joanne Baldauf, Board Member (term expires October 2019) 

• Per Bentsen, Vice President (term expires Oct 2019) 

• Ruth Bentsen, Treasurer (term expires Oct 2019) 

• Dianne Cullen, Board Member (term expires Oct 2019) 

• Susan Grunin, Board Member (mid-term replacement expires October 2018) 

• Karie Miller, Board Member (term expires October 2019) 

• Tracey Plantier, President (mid-term replacement expires October 2018) 

• Kerry Reid, Board Member (term expires October 2019) 
 
As a reminder, members are elected to a 2-year term, but mid-term replacements finish the term of the member being 
replaced.  Appointments to mid-term vacancies can be voted solely by a majority of the board, according to our by-laws.  The terms of the 
remaining board members (Cindy Blum, Kathy Herrick, Tony Cantore and Susie Williams) expire in October 2018.  
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES – We welcome the active participation of our members.  Please let us know if you are interested in getting more 
involved.  There are opportunities on committees, staffing our booth at events, searching for lost dogs, writing an article for our newsletter, 
staffing the emergency pet shelter, and much more.  We do require training for some positions (such and LDN and LCAST) with the goal of 
providing you the knowledge and tools to help us be successful in these efforts.    
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TONIGHT’S PROGRAM: “Jameson’s Journey.”  Ludlow Police Detective Alison Metcalf and her rescued dog Jameson joined us from Western 
Massachusetts. She and Jameson presented their story about his near-death abuse, his rescue, her adoption of this beautiful little guy, and 
their newfound mission to educate children and others about animal abuse.  Her book, entitled “Jameson’s Journey,” tells their story. Detective 
Metcalf’s life was altered by this experience.  She is active in educating the public, sponsoring pet food drives, updating the “Jameson’s Journey 
Facebook page with antics of Jameson and his three new dog buddies at home.  On Friday, Detective Metcalf and Jameson will read to 
preschoolers during their morning program at the Eastham Public Library.  This was a heartwarming story that began sadly but shows the bond 
between animals and responsible owners, as well as the kindness, caring and interest of strangers who heard the story of Jameson and 
responded with donations of money for his treatment. Pets make a tremendous difference in the quality of our lives, and they deserve love and 
attention and good care.  It was clear that Jameson has bonded with his new mom since he rarely left her side tonight.  Thank you to Detective 
Metcalf and Jameson for making the trip to Eastham to share their story. 
 
MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE BILL #3212:  An effort to allow puppy mills in Massachusetts has been stalled in the state legislature.  Please 
contact your local state representatives to ask that they vote AGAINST the bill that would allow puppy mills in our state.  The Animal Rescue 
League and other organizations are raising awareness in the community and asking their members to support this ban effort.   
 
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 6 p.m. at Eastham Town Hall.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Herrick, Clerk   


