
Here’s To The Year of the Dog 
Tracey Plantier, EDOA President

2018 is a very auspicious year –The Year of the 
Dog.  In Chinese culture, babies born this year 
are anticipated to be loyal and hardworking, 
mirroring the best traits of our furry family 
members.  I was the child that felt as if I 
should have been born in the year of the dog.  I 
intuitively knew that I had to have these 
special beings close by.  From an early age I begged for a dog to be a part 
of our family.  My mother got tired of saying no and agreed that I could 
have my very own when I was ten years old.  She was a tiny Cairn Terrier 
that was mother approved because she didn’t shed.  We went 
everywhere together.  We played outside from sunup to sundown, and 

we were the best of pals.  She was right there next to me for all 
my childhood milestones.  When I left for college, she was left 
behind with mom.  She was mom-approved but not-dorm 
approved.  I missed her tremendously but knew she was safe 
and happy at home.

Fast forward: many dog-children later, it doesn’t surprise me 
how much knowledge has been gained about the abilities of our 
canine companions.  The ability for dogs to help the disabled, 
guide the blind, alerting people to all types of illness like cancer 
and seizures, and search for people and drugs and bombs.  The 
one quality that never fails to bring me to tears is their intense 

Find the Dogs! 

At the January  meeting, the 
EDOA presented new 
microchip readers to the 
Eastham Animal Control 
Officer, Andi Williams and 
to Nauset Pet Services 
represented by Tara 
Wetherbee.  Together we 
are working to ensure that 
lost pets have the best 
chance at being reunited 
with their families.  Andi has 
her beautiful lab, Nala, front 
and center. 

EDOA is a non-profit citizens’ group advocating on 
issues affecting dogs & dog owners in Eastham, MA 

508-905-3364 Lost Dog
info@easthamdog.org & on Facebook! 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loyalty.  A true story of heroism is 
that of Odin, who survived the 
recent California wildfires and 
wouldn’t leave the eight goats that 
he was responsible for protecting.  
His family returned the next day to 
his burned paws and singed coat—
and all eight goats alive along with 
a small herd of deer.  A 
heartbreaking story this past 
January was that of Cathleen a dog, 
that walked 20 miles twice to get 
back to the family that had given 
her up for adoption.  Dogs’ innate 
ability to comfort victims and 
families has resulted in their being 

sent to crisis areas, as in the case of   Jacob, the Golden Retriever who 
in his short lifetime of 4 years has been dispatched to Las Vegas , 
Orlando, and Parkland, FL.

Save The Dates 

• EDOA Annual Meeting –
October 18th COA 

As a lifelong dog owner who is genuinely amazed and delighted with 
each new story of dog capabilities, dog loyalties, all around dog 
goofiness and fun, it just seems like a perfect fit to be participating in 
a unique dog organization.  The Eastham Dog Owners’ Organization 
reflects this special love that we have for our furry family members. 
Our EDOA mission strives to protect public access for dogs; assists 
owners who have lost their dogs; staffs an emergency shelter so no one 
has to make a choice of leaving their pet home alone; helps students 
studying to work with animals by providing an annual scholarship; and 
wants to further education on being a responsible dog owner.  The 
EDOA honestly just involves a little bit of giving back to a species 
that has given so much to all of us.  So raise a glass, raise a water bowl, 
here’s to the Year of the Dog! 

Have you renewed your membership? It’s not too late.      
Renew on our website!

 Please help spread the word about the EDOA. Tell 
your friends, family, neighbors, and folks who you meet on 

dog strolls!

•RENEW YOUR
DOG
LICENSES BY
APRIL 15 at
the Town Hall
(or Lulu &
Karie will track
you down &
bribe you with
a dog cookie!)

•LCAST (Lower
Cape Animal
Shelter Team
Orientation
Meeting)
LCAST needs
emergency pet shelter volunteers:
No experience necessary! March 22;
6-8 pm, Wellfleet Fire Station

•Buddy Scholarship applications due
March 28. See the details on our
website.

•Santana Fund 3rd Annual Benefit—
March 25; 1-5 pm—Hog Island Beer
Company, Orleans

•Rabies Clinic – April 14;  9 am-12
pm—Eastham Police Station garage
(in back)

•Wiley Park Poop Pickup Party—
April 21; 1-3 pm. rain date Earth Day
April 22

•Bow Wow Bash – May 19th, rain
date May 20th, Bee’s River/back-up
Cook’s Brook

•Hands On The Arts Festival –June
16-17 Town Green

• Paw Palooza– July 14–15, Dennis
Yarmouth Regional High School

•Windmill Weekend – September
7th – 9th,  Town Green



Postcard : from Florida
Dear EDOA friends: 
Hi.  It’s me again…Finn, the cairn terrier.  I last wrote you about my cross-country trip 
two summers ago.  I thought that would be my last big trip, but alas…I am writing you 
from Florida.  We drove all the way down here from Cape Cod, and for the last few 
weeks, I’ve been a “snowbird.”  That term makes no sense to me, since there’s no snow 
here and I don’t look anything like a bird, but my humans insist that term describes us.  
As for birds, they are everywhere, and while they are not afraid of humans, they scatter 
when they see me.  Every day on my walks, we encounter white ibis and great herons 
and sometimes a sandhill crane.  And just two mornings ago, I saw a baby wild boar, 
but he skedaddled when he saw me.  I didn’t even bark because I thought it was just a 
big football.  Anyway, this is the first time I’ve escaped the snow and cold of winter, but 
by the time you read this, I’ll be back home to see what Mother Nature has left of 
winter.  I really prefer colder temperatures, but it’s been a nice change of pace to have 
sunny days and warm temperatures and different scenery.  See you all soon! 

Your friend, Finn 

Coyote & Coywolf Truthiness: Sniffing out Facts from Myths 
In Navaho myth Coyote is is an irresponsible and 
troublemaking character  In our 2018 world, we can 
gain instant access to all kinds of information—some 
of it is fact-based, some  “fake news,” and lots of  it 
generates fear-based discussions and debates. So it’s 
not surprising that the coyote myth has been revised 
for  our times Stories about wild animals on Cape (& 
in Cape waters) make front-page news and provide 
fodder for many social media posts. For those of you 
who have been snow birding or are simply trying to 
avoid the headlines, here’s some fact-based 
perspective regarding these canine cousins.  

Dogs of the Month for February 

At our February meeting, Kerry Reid introduced Ruby 
and Sofi;. Ruby is a terrier mix ARL adoption;. Sofi is a 
Spanish Podenca adopted from Spain; Sofi has a passport 
and has passed all immigration tests. Both dogs joined 
Kerry’s household in 2013. 



Eastern coyotes are a mixture of coyote, wolf and dog; their increasingly wolflike traits are making  them  
larger and better equipped for survival  But they are not vicious predators who terrorize our Cape 
neighborhoods; they are not the seashore equivalent of the “Jaws” shark. Fears that these animals could 
become a bigger threat, especially to people and household pets, are largely unfounded;  these animals are 
generally timid around humans. But since coyote hunting (including night hunting ) is legal in our state—
and the Cape Cod National Seashore (from Oct. 14 to March 8, excluding Sundays)—dogs and their 
people could be targets of an errant bullet. That is a worrisome possibility.

If you are concerned about coyotes and coy wolves, please learn more about these animals; experts 
provide some simple and commonsense advice. The following is a partial list of suggestions provided by 
Jon Way, founder of the Eastern Coyote/Coywolf Research: 

• If you see a coyote on your property,  you can chase it away and make noise (bang pots & pans)  Of
course, if you don’t mind them, then watch them from a window quietly to not scare them away.

• Make noise when you are outside, especially if coyotes are often in your area (for example if they have
a den site nearby). They will often change their direction when they hear people. Bring a whistle or
horn to scare them away from you.

• Please do not  feed coyotes or other animals. Even if you are feeding birds or other animals, coyotes
will be attracted to your yard. just like any other animal looking for an easy handout. Don’t  feed your
pets outside, either.

• Leash your dogs on walks. Although coyotes may follow a
leashed dog out of curiosity, it is extremely rare for them to
actually get within contact of your pet.

•Enjoy their presence
and the fact that
having this wily
predator adds to the
mystique of your
neighborhood. Try to
minimize your conflicts
with these creatures by
following  these and
other  simple
precautions. (visit
http://
www.easterncoyoteresearch.com for more information).

For Sale: The Cape Cod  Dog !
No, The Cape Cod Dog is NOT closing!  While Katrina Boucher has announced that she is selling the 
business and real estate so she can pursue other interests, she intends to continue providing for pets & 
their people in Eastham. Please visit her wonderful shop soon.  And if you’ve always dreamed of owning 
a great business in a great town, now is your chance!!  
http://www.capecoddogtreats.com/index.php 
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