Eastham Dog Owners’ Association
Monthly Board Meeting, April 20, 2023
Eastham Town Hall and Zoom
Attendees: Tracey Plantier, Dianne Cullen, Ruth Bentsen, Cindy Nicholson, Karie Miller, Beverly Hobbs, Vicky Anderson, Tony Cantore, Ed Daniels, Ellen Lapriore, Hope Balon (guest)
Meeting called to order at 6:11 pm
MINUTES 
1. Bev motioned to approve the minutes from the last meeting, Cindy seconded. 
Committee Reports
2. Correspondence: Ed stated there were too many to go through each one, but that the majority were expressing thanks to the EDOA for standing up for off-leash dogs at Wiley. We also received a thank you from the raffle winner. 
3. Ruth reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. We had $28,372 in assets. There was $732 in income from donations, interest, and membership dues, and $105 in expenses from merchandise sales expenses, promotions, and PayPal.  Karie motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Ed. 
4. Education: Tony said we should focus on education around good behavior at Wiley Park. 
5. Lost Dog: Tracey said it was mostly quiet. 
6. LCAST: no updates, still looking for someone to manage the dog part. Hope Balon expressed interest. 
7. Membership: Ed stated membership was up to 192, an increase of about 20 since last month.
8. Buddy Scholarship: Tony stated that we received one application for the Buddy Scholarship. The school guidance counselor would like to know the winner by May 19. The deadline to apply was March 18. The board reviewed the application. Vicky motioned to approve the applicant, seconded by Tony.
9. PR/Merchandise: Cindy talked to Kerry Reid who agreed to order the new merchandise with Cindy and Karie. Cindy said we will have a new bigger logo and proposed that the backs of the t-shirts say Eastham Dog, or Eastham Dog Association along with paw prints. We all agreed to the order. We will sell off the old inventory at Hands on the Arts on June 24. 
10. Vendor Relations: Vicky has a list of 12 vendors that she will send thank you notes to. She has some nice elephant stamps. 
11. Website: Ed said the website did go down, but the root cause was found, and Ed knows how to fix it if it occurs again. 
Vicky motioned to approve the Committee Reports, Tony seconded. 
Old Business
12. Tracey said there is nothing new on the pond testing. 
13. There is no update on the Eastham Animal Control Officer. 
14.  We continued to discuss the off-leash dog issue at Wiley Park. We may obtain legal counsel if the Conservation and Open Space Committees continue to look to change the current bylaws. Cindy will talk to Attorney Ben Zender who has experience dealing with the Town of Eastham. Vicky stated there was also a lawyer in Harwich that has experience with dog issues that may be worth talking to. 
15. Tracey asked if we can do something in Joanne’s memory. Last year we donated to the Animal Rescue League in Linda’s memory. Ruth will look up how much we donated last year. We will decide at the next meeting. 
Events
16. The Rabies Clinic is being held on April 22 at Eastham Vet. Dianne, Ed, Cindy, and John are all volunteering. The cost is $20. Vicky asked if we could subsidize this, since it is higher than other places. About 70 people attended last year. We did not vote on this.
17. Candidates Night:  Vicky stated that letters were sent to each Eastham candidate inviting them to participate in the Candidates Night being held at 6 pm on May 8th at the Town Hall. We sponsor this along with the Eastham Chamber of Commerce. Jim Russo of the Chamber of Commerce will give the intro.  
18. Bow Wow Bash: Bev reported that the permits are done. Susan Barker of the Board of Health does not want us to have water dispensers that many people will be touching. People will need to bring their own water. We need to have thermometers in the coolers. John is managing the ice cream truck, and we will have vouchers for ice cream. Karie will post flyers. Ed will present the Buddy Scholarship. Eastham Food Pantry would like us to collect dog food. We will also collect for Wild Care. There will be an Education Table.  Ellen will get her Choke and CPR certification for the event. 
19. Hands on the Arts: Tony asked if we should do the booth both days. We decided to do both days, and need people to help with the booth. Tony asked if we should donate to the event, to help pay for the performers. We will decide next month. 
Tracey made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Cindy. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.
Next Board Meeting is May 18, 2023 at 6:00 pm. 

